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RESTORING

RSVR, a summary gfgﬁggssﬂl%?’s

PROJECT

Community group run by local volunteers, supported by various local organisations & initiatives
Our vision: wildfloweNA OK YSIF R2ga Fft2y3 it 2F { KNRLJAKANBC
2016 - Started in Norbury &dgton

Now:
A Constituted group
A Directly managing c.5km of demonstration verge
A Recipient of various substantial project grants
A Regular talks and public engagement
A Providing resources and support to c. 40 small verge projects around Shropshire
A Regular contact with Shropshire Council and productive partnerships with other organisations e.g. CfG
A Seat at the table of environmental organisations in Shropshire
A National case studies
A Most recentlyc 3Ps project.



3Ps (Three Parishes) project 2@

A Restoring roadside verges in Church Stretton, Hopedlerand Bushmoor

A Aim: tocreate longflower-rich linear meadows that improve biodiversity, habitannectivityand public engagement.

A 44 volunteers, ¢.500 hourssegetation surveys, Yellow Rattle sowing, wildflower planting, bracken/ragenrbval, guided wakk
and litter picking.

A Ecological outcomes:
A All Stretton recorded over 50 wildflower species and saw its first Common Spotted Orchid in 2025.
A Hope Bowdleidentified 79 species, with notable increases in Yellow Rattle and reduced grass dominance.
A Bushmoorrecordednearly 1406 A f R¥f 26 SNJ aLISOASE YR A& FANROGD {yl15Q4a | SIFR CNJ
A These resultslemonstratell KS STFFSO(-an@S8¥ S8 02d WOYAISYSY(d FyR (FNBSGSR aLISOA:
A Events including botanical surveys, guided verge walks, wildflower nursery visits and two nature recovery conferendss. Leafle
casestudiesand signage were produced, and a new RSVP website was launched to share learning and resources.

A Key lessons: need for flexible planning, sustained volunteer engagement, and continued advocacy for
improvedhighwaysmanagement.

A The project serves as an exemplar for hyjsal nature recovery in Shropshire, providing a model for future commity
environmental initiatives.

A Thanks to MikeBushmooy, Lorna (Hope Bowdler) & Meg (All Stretton) for leading
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Shropshlre verges are (were’P) speC|aI

G ¢ KS a Slinddflages, SviNdtheir sustained
splendour from early spring to the end of

autumm are_a priceless legacy in the border ./ '
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i | The Ecological Flora of the Shropshire Region, Sinker et al., 1985
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Verges come in all shapes
and sizes!




Why are verges important?
Linear meadows .A ‘ | Loddiswell Devon

Important habitat in
themselves

Wildlife corridors
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The state of meadows In the UK

OnIyZ%of the meadows that existed in the 1930s remain

7 . 5 m | I I IOﬂ aC res‘ wildflower meadow have been lost

Most now exist'SIMall 1Isolated fragments



